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PRINCIPLES OF THE IN TERIOR on HIDDEN LIFE, 


"4 ON THE NATURE OF THAT LOVE WHICH GOD REQUIRES. 


Tr will be recollected, that in the second number we took the round, that 
Holiness is the same thing with Perfect Love. “THov sHALT LOVE THE 
Lorp Tuy Gop WITH ALL THY HEART.” In this command we find the begin-— 
ning and the end, the foundation and the completion of all true religion. He, 

_ who begins to love, may be said to begin to be holy; but it is he and he only — 
i who loves with his whole heart, in whom holiness can be said to be entire. 
But it is important to remember, that there are various-kinds of love. “There 
are not only differences in degree, which separate perfect love from all the 
weaker or inferior gradations ; but, what is of vital importance, there are dif- , 
ferences also in nature. For instance, we may love another merely for the: 
benefits which he has conferred upon us; or we may love him for what he is 
: IN AND OF HIMSELF. It is the latter only, which is to be regarded as pure 
| . love, disinterested love. It is our object to show in this number, that we must 
| _ not only love God in the highest degree ; but with that sort of love, which is 
in its nature pure or disinterested. | 
First. —In the first place, we are required to do this on natural principles. — 
Nature herself, —in other words, the common feeling and common sense of 
mankind, — teaches us what true love is, in distinction from interested or 
merely apparent love. If we profess to love a person, it is the common and 
natural understanding in the case, that we profess to love him as he is; in 
other words, we love him for what he is in and of himself; and not merely or 
chiefly for the benefits which he may have conferred upon us. The princi- — 
ples of mental philosophy do not recognize any other true love Ahan this. If 
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my neighbor, for instance, declares that he loves me, I accept his decliration 
and rejoice in it; but if I afterwards learn, that he loves me merely in conse- 
quence of some benefits I have conferred upon him, I can truly say to him, 

| | _. he is mistaken inthe whole matter; and that he loves himself and not me. 
oe _ it seems to be self-evident, that all true love must-terminate in the object that 


1 is beloved ; and not in the person that exercises love. True love is self-for- ; 
i 


_ “getting. It expatriates itself, as it were ; flying on its beautiful wings from 
i gate its own heart to find a nest in the heart of another. And it is accordingly 


with such _ a love devoid of any debasing mixture, that we ought to love 


God. 

of SEconp. — In the second place it is very apparent, that all men respect and 
| honor disinterested love; while they have neither the one nor the other, 
et ‘neither admiration nor esteem, for that form of love which is based upon 
a | personal interest merely. Some ancient heathen writers, Cicero and Plato in 


particular, speak in the highest terms of that frien dship or affection, which 1s. 


disinterested. Plato advances the sentiment, that the most divine trait in 
man’s nature, and that, without which he cannot be happy, is, “to deny and 
go out of himself for love.” Hence it is, that ancient writers bestow such 
high commendation upon the friendship of Pythias and Damon, who lived 
under the tyrant Dionysius, and were willing to die for each other. Each of 
_ them seemed willing to forget, and, as it were, to extinguish himself, in order 
‘ed| that the other might live and be happy. This was true love. 


And men are so 


speak of it at their firesides; they crown it with historic encomiums; they 
sing its praises in poetry ; while all other love, as existing between man and 


men thus throw away ? 


Tuirp.— In the third place, the eats of God is so pure, so > exalted, 


. which it may receive, short of pure, disinterested love. God contains in him- 
‘self the sum of all conceivable excellence. If there is any being who is to be 
| loved for himself, because he contains in himself every thing that is lovely, it 
| _is God. If human beings reject, with an instinctive contempt, any love which 
is found to be based upon selfish considerations, how can God, who has so 
much higher claims, receive it? Upon this point all language fails) The 
. tongues of ten thousand angels cannot describe the divine excellence. The 
_ divine character stands forth, in the view of the universe, as the natural, the 

| appropriate, and ever sufficient object of pure love. 
r ‘Fourtu. — In the fourth place, the Scriptures roe us to love God With 
pe dinliterested love. It is true, that in a certain sense “we love God, because 
ae | | . he first loved us ;” and that in our present fallen condition we never should 
a have loved him, if his love to us had*not been antecedent. But what is the 
- true interpretation of this view? Evidently this: God sent his beloved Son 
to make an atonement ; ;, and as one of the glorious results of this atonement, 
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_ constituted, that such love always commands their regard and honor. ‘They | 
man, they despise and trample under their feet. And will God accept what 


that the claims of right and justice cannot be satisfied with any homage | 
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The Hidden Life : 3 


he has not only forgiven our sins, but has commissioned the Holy Spirit to 


‘open the eyes of our understandings, and to enable us to contemplate his 
glory. We can, therefore, truly and emphatically say, that we love him, be- 


cause he first loved us. In other words, his love to us has conquered our 


_ rebellion ; has brought us near to himself; and has put us in suclia situation 


that we can truly estimate his character in its whole extent of glory, not only 
as possessed of infinite justice, but of infinite mercy. Being blinded by sin, 
we should not have known him, if he had not given us sight ; and how then, - 


could we have loved him? But now that he has condescended to reveal 


himself, we love him. Not merely because, prompted by his infinite benevo- 
lence, he first showed mercy to us; but beeause we seé in his glorious per- 
fections, 1 in his mingled justice and mercy, and in all his various attributes, 
every thing that is infinitely adorable and excellent. And his commands all 
look to this result, viz: that we should love him for what he is in and of him- 
self, independently of. our own. private interests. Accordingly it is said in 
Luke, chap. xiv. 26: “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple.” And again in the same chapter, “So like- 
wise, Whosoever he be of you, that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot 
be my disciple.” Passages, which evidently strike at the existence of that 
love, which proposes to build itself on personal or selfish considerations. 
Finatty. — The nature of the human mind is such, being limited and..de-__- 


pendent, that it evidently requires a centre of love, on which it can rest. No . 
being, that is weak and dependent, and is conscious, as man is, of this weak- 


ness and dependence, can find a safe and satisfactory centre in itself. And — 
if our love fixes upon any being out of .ourselves, but short of God and to the 
exclusion of God, it soon finds a weakness there, and becomes uneasy; and 


_ has a sort of instinctive consciousness, that the true centre is not yet found. 
- Hence if our ‘souls would find rest, they can find it only by an alienation of 
self and of all subordinate creatures, and by union with God. Furthermore, 


it is the nature of true love to react upon and to expand itself. It is satisfied | 


_with nothing but constant increase. It ever desires to love more. It can, 
_ therefore, rest firmly and quietly, and with entire satisfaction, only in an | 
object which has capacity and fulness enough to meet this tendency. As in 


God there is infinite loveliness, so the principle of love in men, though it 
should expand and increase itself through all eternity, will find if him all its 
wants supplied. No other object can supply them; and it seeks no other. 
But in God it finds all that it needs. It has a home there, like no other 
home. It has no fear of failure in the beloved object; no desire of change. 


It exults triumphantly, and with ever increasing exultation, in the midst of the 
glories of the infinite mind. This is the true point of rest; the soul’s eternal | 


rock ; the everlasting centre ; and it can be no where else. 
Brom this doctrine a number of remarks follow. And Finet.—If our 
love to God be disinterested and pure, and at the same time exist iri a degree 
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suitable to the object, viz: in the highest degree, then all other love, and thé 
love of all other creatures, will be entirely subordinate to this, and will exist 
only in relation to it. Perhaps it would be a concise and just expression of 


the fact to say, that we love all things in Ged. In his woods, bis rivers, his 


mountains, his burnished sky and lis boundless ocean, we see. the image 
and reflection of himself. We recognize in the birds of the air, in the cattle 


of the verdant hills, and even in the heedless insect that hums around our 


path, the agency of him Who doeth all things well. “ Our Father made them 


all.” And while we have a far higher love for human beings, for our own 


family in particular, for our parents, brothers, and sisters, it is on the same 
principle ; it is because God has made nels, because God loves them, and 
because we know he requires us to love them. It is true that they may be 
lovely in themselves ; but they can be so, only as far as they bear the marks. 
of the divine goodness or exhibit a reflection of the divine image. And then, 
surely, looking above the creature to the Creatcr, we may recognize God in 


the workmanship he has made, and may clasp them to our bosoms as his. If 
they are evil, and, although they bear the marks of his goodness, do not bear — 
his moral image, we may still love them with the love of pity and benevo- 
_ lence, because God requires it; and on the principle on which he himself 


sends his sunshine and his rain upon the evil as well as upon the good. And 
on similar principles we may love and seek our own happiness. God is wil- 
ling that.we should; he has made us so that we cannot do otherwise; he 


requires us to do it. But what is our happiness? It is to feel the divine 
attraction which silently draws us from the circumference to the centre; it. 
is to restore the broken union with the divine mind ; to be lost, as it were, in 


the great ocean of the infinite fulness. We love ourselves and our own al | 
piness, even our poor bodies as well as our souls, because God made us; be- 
cause he takes care of us, and desires our happiness; and not heen we 
have a desire, or could for a moment have a desire adverse to his. So that 


all subordinate love of his creatures may truly and ie sie resolve itself 
into the love of God. 


Seconp. — Another remark in view cf this doctrine is, that it gets us into — 
the way of walking by faith rather than sight; or rather it makes the way of 


walking by faith much easier than it would ‘eshectiies be. When we are 
under the influence of any selfish or private feelings, we are exposed to 
doubts and fears, and wish to have the truth of God in our own way. But 
when we love God for what he is in and of himself, when we love our family, 
our friends, our country, even our own lives for him and in him, we have no 
desire but to know what his Will j is; to know what his truth is. In other 


‘words, we are in such a state of mind that our faith receives at once and j joy- 


fully whatever he has told us; and it becomes more delightful to us to walk 


in the way of faith than in any other. 


Tuirp.— We infer from the doctrine of pure love, that it isa bad sign, 
when CEES are thinking more of themselves than’ of God ; when they 
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The Mind of the Spirit. 


are more taken up with their own joys and sorrows than they are with God’s 


will. “The cup which my Father giveth me shall I not drink it?” O, what 


deep meaning there is in those wonderful words. When we are fully de- 
livered from the influence of selfish considerations, and have become con- 


formed to the desires and purposes of the infinite mind, we shall necessarily 


be happy in every change and diversity of situation. Not because we are 
seeking happiness as a distinct object, or thinking of happiness as a distinct 
object, but because the glorious will of him whom our soul loves supremely, 


is accomplished in us. ‘To the purified mind, the sorrows and joys of this — 


life, when contemplated in the light of God’s providences, are alike. Hence 
We say, it shows a state of mind short of evangelical perfection, when we | 


- think more of ourselves than we do of God, and more _ own happiness 


than we do of the divine glory. ~ 
Fourtu. —In the doctrine of pure love, extiatitig in the highest degree, we 


find the true basis of Christian harmony. ‘There never can be harmony 


among Christians without some common centre of attraction. Without such 
a centre their principles of movement will vary, and they will be exposed to 
perpetual conflicts. What a delightful prospect would be presented, if all 
Christians could meet in this great centre! What unity of purpose! What | 
mingling of affection! It is party and selfish interests which divide. Acom- _ 
mon interest unites. God, being loved with perfect love, and*for his own 

sake, makes all hearts one. We all drink at the same fountain. We ail 
inhale the same atmosphere. We are all enlightened by the same sun. We 
unite in him ay? rejoice in him, as the soul of our soul and the life of our 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
THE MIND OF THE SPIRIT. 


“Tr is not by sudden impulses, or long continued feeling , that 
the mind of the Spirit is ascertained; nor by accidental cir- 
cumstances ; but by the exercise of prayer and a pious judg- 
ment, carefully observing the intimations of the Spirit. The 
Spirit always has a course, and that is the best, whether we are — 
prepared to coincide with it or not. There is a distinct direction 
of the Spirit to mark out the course of the minister and of Chris- 
tians in every meeting of prayer and praise ; and in-every church, 
in regard to the efforts that are to be made by both the minister 
and private members of the church; and that leading of the 
Spirit may be known by the preacher and members, if there is a — 


willing disposition to know and to follow such direction. If, 
therefore, the Spirit’s course be resisted, and another object be 
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aimed at than the one the Spirit has in view, little can be done, | 
and in some instances nothing, for want of being led by the 
‘Spirit. Hence, if the Spirit’s course evidently is to promote 


holiness and entire sanctification in the church, and the minis- 
ter and.some others set themselves to awaken sinners and have 


them converted, little may be done, and much time lost, and God_ 


not honored. If the minister suffer his mind to beso much taken 


up with foreign matters that he cannot prayerfully attend to this — 
subject, he is dishonoring God, and incurring Heaven’s dis- 


pleasure upon himself, until he is in the dark, and knows not where 
or what he is, in the sight of God. The Spirit’s dictation should 
be watched carefully, especially by the watchman upon the walls, 


lest he give to the people a wrong direction in regard to their ef- 


forts. Lord teach us to keep a single eye to thy glory. Amen. 


FOLLOWING THE SPIRIT. 


Since the Spirit has a mind, and a guiding and directing influ- 


ence in accordance with the word of truth, which is our only and 


all-sufficient rule of faith and practice, it is important that we be 
led by, or in other words, follow the Spirit ; “for as many as are 


led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” ‘To follow | 


the Spirit, two things are especially necessary, the first is, -that 
we have the Spirit in our hearts. As to how much of the Spirit 
we must have in order to be led by it, I will not attempt to say ;. 
but one thing is certain, and that is, if the heart be sanctified to 


: God, it can more certainly and faithfully follow the Spirit than in 
‘any other state ; indeed, to be led -by the Spirit, implies no small 


measure of its influences. Secure then, the baptism of the Holy 

The second thing ne- 
cessary, 1s a tender, conscientious, and constant regard for the 
highest honor and glory of God. ‘“ Keep your eye single and 
your whole body shall be full of light.” Follow the Spirit; 


this is in opposition to grieving, quenching, or neglecting the 


Spirit. The gospel requires us to be followers, not leaders; to 


learn, not to prescribe, the modes of operation ; ahd every grace | 


of the Spirit tends to promote this disposition ; and when full 


established, the heart is where it should be — following the Spirit 


from strength to strength, and from glory to glory. 


THE SEARCHINGS OF THE SPIRIT. 


The Spirit searcheth all things - yea. mes 
a gs; yea, the deep things of God. 
The Spirit searcheth in us and for us; the one to ma our . 
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Sufficiency of the Spirit to fill and rule the Soul. 1 


entire sanctification and holiness, and the other to promote our 
joys in the Lord. Its searchings are as with lighted candles, as 
he is represented of old, as searching Jerusalem, to discover both 
the inbeing and odious character of sin; and to make the heart 
and conscience abhor it, and seek its entire destruction, that - 
henceforth we should not serve sin. Never does sin look as it 
actually is until it is seen in the light of the glory of God; it is 
then found to be a body of darkness and death; ruinous to the 
soul, and opposed to God in all its nature and tendency ; and as 


the only thing that renders man pirctaley and that estrangeth 


the soul from God. 
The Spirit 1 is given that we might know the things that are 


| freely given to us of God. The things of God knoweth no man 


but the Spint of God. O! the beauties of God’s revelation to 


man; but who can appreciate them without the searching Spirit 


to let us into the secrets of his love, that are freely given to us of. 
God in the word of promise. There are unfathomable depths 
under any circumstances ; but the Spirit can lead us into depths 


that never could be discovered without his aid. ‘The Holy Ghost 


will reveal glorious things before unthought of; indeed, glory is a 
part of the spiritual inheritance of the children of God on-earth. 
The searching of the Spirit should be sought. David said, 


“Search me and try me ;”’ he also prayed for. the light of God’s 


countenance to shine upon him. When we have looked as deep 


as we can, we may still pray, “ thou that innene between the 
-cherubims shine forth!” All glory to God!» 


SUFFICIENCY OF THE’ SPIRIT TO FILL AND RULE THE SOUL. 


THE Holy Ghost has filled, and still can fill, the soul. Stephen, 
the first martyr, was full of the Holy Ghost. ‘The disciples were 
filled with joy and with the Holy Ghost. The Holy Spirit has 


innumerable qualities ‘of a holy and heavenly character ; hence he 


ean fill the soul, and thefeby impart to it qualifications indes- 
cribable and clorious. There is no part of the soul, but may bear 


the impress of the Spirit in its refining, elevating, and sealing — 


power ; and then st all the Spirit rule in the soul, and bring every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. Thus shall 
the Spirit fill and rule every passion, power, and energy of the 
soul for the glory of God. Under such training a soul may grow | 
and live, and that for ever. As’to the sufficiency of the Spirit | 
to rule and fill the soul, there can be no doubt; because it is 
promised in the gospel, and has been experienced, according to 
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the gospel of the Son of God. All the fulness of God, is enough ; 
and he has promised to fill you with the Holy Ghost. ‘Then we 
will look at the prame believe, have it, and give glory to God 
for the fulness of grace, power and glory, from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. A. D. Sargeant. 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


Ir our readers will thoroughly peruse the following communication of sis-. 
ter Lankford, they will need no apology for the length of the article. While — 
_ it discloses the glorious inheritance of the saints in this life, it will be ser- 


viceable in pointing out the dangerous places in the way of full salvation. 
e For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Dear Breturen, —In compliance with the wishes of some 
dear friends, and I do not know but the requisition of Him who 
hath said, ‘‘ Ye are my witnesses,” I will endeavor, briefly, to.give 
in my testimony. | 

One Monday morning, a little more than twenty-one years 
since, when but a feeble child, seeing a minister apparently very 


happy, I desired the same enjoyment ; and was instantly prompted 


to secure it, by seeking to become a child of God. And on the 


Wednesday following, after an earnest struggle for pardon, | heard 


Jesus whisper, eee 


“Thy sins are forgiven; 
Accepted thou art! 
[listened —and heaven 
Sprang up in my heart!” 


My transported soul, perfectly unconscious of earthly objects, 
was permitted, as if disembodied, to mingle with the heavenly 
choir in praise and adoration. ‘The witness imparted that moment 


has never since been questioned. For weeks my joys were unin- 


terrupted — not even a temptation was permitted to cloud my 
sky. About two years after, I was presented with Wesley’s Views 


My mind was peculiarly happy at the 


time, but I began to pray earnestly for all that it was my privilege. 


to enjoy, and became very anxious. For the first time, I now 
heard the voice with power, — 


me and be thou perfect.” 


“Tam the Almighty ; walk before 
But O, the subtlety of my enemy! 
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Personal Experience. 


The very means used in bringing me to the door, was now. made 
to bar it against me. I sought it for instruction, but astonished, 
I read, “ We are not now speaking of BABES in Christ. 4 Again = 
and again it was resorted to; but for years the adversary would 


Scarce permit me to pass — “ It is only of grown up Christians it 


can be affirmed,’ &c. My desires were intense and temptation 


powerful. But O how often, in flying to Jesus for refuge; have I | 


felt all the sweetness and security of a babe in its mother’s arms. 


Iwas a babe, and felt as a babe. My soul was also frequently 
encouraged by the consideration —it is the “ Almighty” who 


commands. ‘Then, endeavoring to take hold of Omnipotence, I 
would be enabled for a season to rejoice in hope. | 
It was not until 1824 the veil was lifted, that I might slance at 


_ the corruptions of my nature. ‘Then I was almost overwhelmed . 


at the sight ; and while abhorring myself, was perfectly astonished 
that even the infinite love of Jesus could look on one so impure. 


My views of sin, its awful demerit, and anguish felt in conse- 
quence, was now much, much more clear and keen than before 


justification. It now seemed as if. the enemy must be forced to 
surrender by continued resistance, and the conflict was sore. In 
the early part of 1825, I obtained The Christian’s Manual, and 
through this means was led to expect deliverance through faith i in 
the atonement. While in this state of extreme anxiety, I dreamed: 
one night of being alone in a large, beautiful field of: snow, on a 
lovely moon-light evening. Nature looked so pure and. heavenly, 
I thought surely God is here —I will kneel and ask him to purify 
my heart just now. I did so, and was immediately, filled with 
light and inexpressible glory, and exclaimed, this is not holiness 


but heaven. I awoke filled with holy rapture, and’‘said, if I had 
only been awake, I should have no doubt but that God had puri-— 


fied my. heart. I immediately arose and fell on my'knees to ask 


_ the blessing, but prayer was lost in praise: yet I could not confi-. 
dently claim the witness of holiness. Those distressing views of 
‘depravity seemed now to be withdrawn, and the enemy often 


suggested that I was losing my convictions for holiness ; but my 
soul was all athirst for the “full | impress ; my views of faith became 
more clear, and I often attempted to believe now. ‘Thus I went 
forward for about three months, generally rejoicing, and some- 
-times believing the blood of Jesus now cleanseth. One Saturday 
evening I resolved not to rise from my knees the whole night, or 


- even the next day, without the witness of holiness. | plead ear- 


nestly. Several times the promise was presented, — “ ‘The blood 


of Jesus cleanseth. ” Tremblingly faith would take hold and say, 
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I do believe ; but impatient for further manifestations, I would 


again resume pleading. About one o’clock in the morning, I 
opened the precious Bible on “ Ye have need of patience, that 


after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promises. 
For yet a little while and he that shall come will come, and will 
not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith.” I felt the reproof, 


also thé encouragement ; and calmly said, Lord, I will believe ; I 
am wholly thine; help me to abide in thee. I then retired, re- 


solving to live by faith. At the dawn of. day I awoke, desiring 
the Lord (almost as a condition of perseverance) to confirm my 
faith, by directing my eye to some special passage, and for that 


purpose reached to take a Bible. The suggestion came, “ It will 
open on some passage you have marked.” Indulging the im- 
pression, I withdrew my hand, and took another which I had not 
used ; when the Holy Spirit, in infinite condescension, directed 


my eye to, “ Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man- 
_ draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.” 


A thrilling 
sensation came ‘over me; I felt to draw back would be death, and 


cried, Lord keep me. Throughout the day, a most profound so- 
lemnity rested on my mind. Holiness seemed written on every 


_ object. On Monday the enemy said, “It is possible you may yet 


be deceived ; you have not received this blessing as you expected.” 


But my heavenly Father soon assured me, if an earthly parent 


would not give a stone for bread, or a scorpion for fish, neither 
would he. My soul was now sweetly and continually sustained 


by the precious promises. It was only ask and receive. On 
Tuesday morning, a very powerful temptation being presented, I 
hastened to the closet, and pleading my youth and inexperience, | 


felt encouraged to ask another and a still more powerful assurance 


of purity. The answer was instantly given by a most powerful 


application of ‘ Now are ye clean through the word which I have 
spoken unto you.” It was enough, and my enraptured soul could 
only -adore such infinite condescension. For nearly a week, I 


was permitted, in a manner unknown before, to walk and talk 
_ with God, continually receiving repeated and powerful assurances 


of purity. 
On Friday afternoon I went to my class, almost impatient to 


declare the loving kindness of God, but at the commencement 


our leader prayed, “ Lord, sanctify us wholly ; let it not be a think 


) 
So, a hope so, or a believe so.” It was enough for my insatiable © 


adversary ; it came as an arrow to my heart! “You have onl 
believed So; you have no evidence only as connected with believ- 
ing.” It was a fatal dart! My.only hope seemed now as by 
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Personal Experience. 


violence, wrested from me. Unconscious of all about me, I seemed 
intent on having the question decided ; “Is it a reality, or a 
believe so.” When aroused by the leader’s inquiry as to the state 


of my mind, I merely said, “I have received some very remarka- 


ble answers.to prayer through the past week,” and without listen- 
ing to his reply, was immediately absorbed in reasoning with the 


struggle was severe for about two hours, and when’ 


rising to leave the class room, the fatal decision came; I will 


"give up this intense interest on ‘the subject ; others seem to enjoy 


the favor of God without the witness of holiness ; I will try to do 


so too; and little thinking of the impossibility, T thought, I will | 
live without sinning against God, but will never again. yield to 
_ such anxiety, or say any thing more respecting the witness of the 
Spirit. Unt that moment, “there. seemed a plausibility in the 


reasoning of the arch deceiver. But now language is utterly 


incompetent to convey an idea of my feelings. I seemed as if 


instantly hurled~into a bottomless abyss of blackness, darkness, 
and despair, with nothing before me but the awful doom of the 
fearful and unbelieving. I did not now think [ had been deceived ; 


but, from what had I fallen? While my senses were almost 
astounded with, “If any man draw back, my soul shall have no — 
pleasure in him. 


great that I did not dare to hope for pardon, but was afterwards © 


> For weeks my sense of ingratitude was so 


enabled to plead the infinite mercy and forbearance of God 


toward sinners. But for years the temptation prevailed, that I 
could never expect to live in..the enjoyment’ of full salvation ">" 
that state I had forfeited, and so subtle was that temptation that 

it was not even suspected as such, until 1833, when speaking of 


the impression, I was fully assured it came. from the enemy. I 


. now began to struggle for deliverance, and after a few weeks it 


came, almost as suddenly, and sensibly, as at my conversion. 


The Holy Spirit now imparted a more comfortable evidence of 


my acceptance, but not that joyous witness formerly possessed. 
During this long. period of. comparative desertion, I do not know 
that I once violated a vow made soon after my conversion, never 


(in consequence.of feeling) to forsake the closet, or refuse to 


speak, or pray when called upon by a brother or sister. Yet my 
spiritual energies seemed in a degree paralyzed, and failing to re-— 
ceive those spiritual supplies so necessary, my enjoyments became 
too intimately connected with the domestic interest of my friends. 
And now I began most painfully to feel, « The Lord your God is 


-a jealous God.” The contest was long and severe. ‘The way 


was marked out in which I supposed the Lord required me to 
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walk. But death (of the body) seemed preferable to these terms, 


While in this state of mind, one Sabbath evening, in August, 1834, 
our beloved brother (now bishop) Waugh read for his text, “I 


call heaven and earth to record against you this day, that I have — 


set before you life and death, blessings and cursings: therefore 


choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live.” It was the 


voice of God. The crisis had come — the moment had arrived, 
when life must be chosen on the terms proposed, or the negative 


was death! That moment divine aid was imparted, and I was 


enabled to say, “Lord I will be wholly thine; only give thy 
smile ; the scorn of worlds shall not be heeded ; the faintest inti- 


mations of thy Spirit shall be obeyed.” Instantly the tempest was 
hushed, and there was a great calm. And with what astonish-— 
ment did I look back upon that heart which had dared to ques- | 
tion the claims of Jehovah. Since that hour his commandments 


_ have not been grievous ; but with much delight I have been ena- 
bled to sing — 
“To! I come, with joy, to do. 
per "The Master’s blessed will ; 
Him in outward works pursue, 
And. serve his pleasure still.” 


& 


But it was not long before the enemy began to question my 


motives in almost every religious duty ; but I was generally ena-_ 


bled to appeal to the Searcher of hearts as to their sincerity. I 
was now a mystery to myself, enjoying sweet communion with 
- God, and constant victory over the world, and when pleading for 
‘holiness, would! generally lose myself in praise. 

In the. former part of May, 1835, an impression was felt so 


much like unhallowed emotion, that it caused extreme pain. [ 


then resolved, if it was possible to have the positive assurance of 
waward. purity, I would have it. I immediately went to my 
room, and in the most solemn manner entered into covenant with 
God, to withdraw my mind from every object that might divert 
it from this point, and to leave no means unused to which he 
-mught direct, most earnestly imploring divine guidance. I now 
withdrew as much as possible from society, and with much fastin 


and .seading the Scriptures, with continual prayer, waited before 


the Lord. Temptations over which the Lord. had enabled me to 
trumph for months, were now presented with renewed force : 
. every. motive, purpose, and practice, was required to undergo a 

kenewed investigation, and the result was too clear for even Satan 


to question. My. only desire. was to walk in the narrowest part 
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ed are they that have not seen, yet believe. 


Personal Experience. | 13 


of the narrow way. I now waited, expecting an immediate bap-— 


tism of the Holy Ghost. I had not once thought of claiming the 


_ blessing without it; but it did not come. It seemed as if my 


heart would break with desire-to be filled with God. One day 
while thus breathing out my desires, too great for utterance, it 
was suggested, ‘emptied, then filled :” this turned my attention, 
and instead of fill; l now cried empty, thoroughly purify my heart. 
That moment, as if directed by God, I opened the life of H. A. 


Rogers, and read, ‘“ Reckon tliyself dead unto sin, and thou art. 
alive unto -God from this hour. O begin, begin to reckon now : 
fear not, believe, believe, believe ; and continue to believe, so” 
shalt thou continue free.” I fell on my knees and cried, Lord I 
will believe, 1 now believe.“ Help (now) my unbelief.” I now 


believe. the of Jesus eléanseth from ali sin. Thou hast pur- 


chased pardon and holiness for me, even me. I will from this 


moment reckon myself ‘dead indeed unto sin.” Perfectly com- 


posed, I looked at the time, and ‘continued to say, “ Yes, Lord, 
from this hour, half past two, P. M., the twenty-fir st of May, i 
dare reckon myself dead indeed unto sin.” I waited speechless 


and motionless, expecting an msiantaneous baptism, but felt no 


emotion except a sacred siiliness. ‘The word of life was lying 
before me, I cast my eye on it and read, “I am the way, the 


truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Mather but by me. 
If ye had known me ye should have known the Father also, and 


from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.’ A new and - 
inexpressible consciousness of having come to the Father through 


the Son was now given: and I cried, O fill me with the Holy 
Ghost ; but all was calm and stillness; I had none of the expect- 


ed emotion. I arose from my knees fully determined to rest ine 


God, when the enemy immediately aatiestiad, “You have no 
more evidence now than before; you might have believed long 


since; who ever heard of believing and continuing to believe. 


without evidence?” &e. Immediately the Spirit replied, ‘« Bless- 
” For near a week I 
do. not think there was a joy ous emotion, but an unnecessary 
effort to believe. Presumption, shibitiaan, antinomianism, were 
the constant cry of the enemy. But the sword of the Spirit pre- 
vailed, though the contest was very, very severe. ‘To draw back 


I knew was death to the soul, and I resolved to endure the con-— 


flict while mortal life.should last, if no other evidence was given. 
Just after forming this resolution, the promise came with more 
power than ever. ‘Blessed is she that believeth, for there shall 
be a performance of (all) those things which were told her from 
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the Lord.” Thus nerved afresh, I was enabled to obey the oft 
repeated exhortation, 


“Tarry till thy Lord appears, 
Never, never, quit thy hold! 
Murmur not at his delay, 
Dare not set thy God a time: 
Calmly for his coming stay ;. 
Leave it, leave it, all to him.” — 


The whole of that hymn was made a blessed means of sustain-. 
‘ing my soul under this severe trial of faith. ‘The next Wednes-— 
day afternoon, in a prayer meeting, I was sorely tried by having a 
no liberty in prayer. This, for the enemy, was a powerful argu- § 
ment. ‘ Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty ;’’ but “. 

I could only reply, 

“Be it I myself deceive, 

Yet I must, I will believe.” 


On my return from this meeting, business required me to call  . 
on our beloved father Merritt. Speaking of holiness, he said, a as 
‘‘ Sister, you know something of this by experience, do you not? ”’ | ; 
I was startled, and replied, “I am not prepared to answer that | i 

question: but after a moment’s hesitation said, “I have made a 
_ bold venture ; I have dared (though perhaps presumptuously) to_ 
_ believe, and reckon myself dead indeed unto sin.” Our dear 
father gave me much encouragement; said, ‘‘ Never fear pre- 
sumption in believing God ; presumption lies in daring to doubt.” 
All fears now vanished, and op leaving the door, I began to 
glory in being wholly the Lord’ s, and immediately my soul was 


Of glory and of God.” 


For a week, the mortal powers could scarcely sustain the weight 
of love. I had such a deep consciousness of purity as is utterly 
inexpressible : nor do I think there has been an hour since, but I 
have been enabled to rest in the atonement, and much of the 
time, with the most indubitable assurance that the blood of Christ 
now cleanseth. And O with what holy rapture, with what 
triumph, have I since been permitted to dwell in God : 


bs "Tis more than angel tongues can tell, 
Or angel minds conceive.” | 
Lat. nou as-before stated, the witness of the Spirit has not been 
withdrawn for an hour, yet there have been instances when sud- 
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den temptation has assumed so much the appearance of sinful 
emotion, as to cause keen pain; but I have been invariably ena- 
bled almost instantly to appropriate that blood which now cleans- 


eth from all sin, known, and unknown. ‘These acts of faith have 


generally been immediately succeeded by a most joyous assurance 
of acceptance ; and but a very short season has, at any time, 
intervened | before the Comforter has come. There are also on 
record, seasons when almost positively convinced of having 


yielded to temptation, I could 


“Weep my life away, for having grieved his love: 5 


But O! Infinite condescension! Glorious plan! My advocate | 


has prevailed; the fountain has been opened, and : have been 
_ permitted immediately to wash and be made clean. — 


My consciousness of the necessity of the momentary interces-— 


sion of our Lord Jesus Christ, is much more clear than ever; and 
never was the petition, “ Forgive us our trespasses,”’ presented 
with more fervor, than it has been since I- have been kept from 
' voluntary transgression. There has also been seasons when, for 


days in succession, the arch enemy has seemed to rally all his 


forces to wrest my shield: especially on one occasion recently, 


the powers of darkness were permitted so to prevail, that I seemed 
almost constrained to cry out, ‘“ Hast thow forsaken me?” But 


deliverance came, Omnipotence prevailed, and his feeble one was 


enabled to rejoice in him, ‘“‘ Who always causeth us to triumph.” 
Since I have been enabled to abide in Parist, I believe the 


language of my heart has been, 


“No cross, no suffering, I decline, 
Only let my whole heart be thine.” 


The honor of being an agent for God, seems very, very great, 
and yet I fear I often lose opportunities of acting for want of wis- 


dom. Perhaps there is no grace of which I feel so much the 


need. ~ I feel that I am nothing, | have nothing, I know nothing ; 


and am therefore constrained to cry continually, “Teach me thy 
way; lead me in a plain path.” And O, how precious do I find 


the promise, ‘I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way 


_which thou shalt go; I will guide thee by mine eye.” The word 


of God is increasingly precious, It is principally through this 
medium I am permitted to hold converse with Deity. And 
while his infinite love and faithfulness are unfolded to my enrap- 
tured vision, I hear him say more and still more audibly, “ Ye 


are my witnesses” of these things. And O, with what holy am- 


bition does he often inspire this feeble one to test by actual ex-— 
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periment the extent, the glory of all those “ exceeding great and 
precious promises ” given to redeemed ones. Even to be contin- 
wally “ filled with all the fulness of God.” Tis only for this I 
would live, to be the happy recipient, and joyful diffuser, of all 
my heavenly Father is willing to communicate. ee 
March 12, 1841. ‘ S. A. Lanxrorp. 


Wesley’s Hymns. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S TREASURE. 


Jesus, all-atoning Lamb, 
Thine, and only thine, I am; 
Take my body, spirit, soul ; 
Only thou possess the whole. 


Ss 


Thou my one thing needful be ; | " 
‘Let me ever cleave to thee; 

Let. me choose the better part; 

Let me give thee all my heart. 

Fairer than the sons of men, 

Do not let me turn again, © < 

Leave the fountain-head of bliss,- | 
Stoop to creature-happiness. 


Whom have I on earth below? 
Thee, and only Thee I know: 
Whom have I in heaven but Thee? — ae ae 
Thou art all in all to me. 


All my treasure is above; 
All my riches is thy love; 
Who the worth of love can tell? | 
Infinite, unsearchable ! ae 


Thou, O love, my portion art: 
Lord, thou know’st my simple heart 
al Other comforts I despise ; 
Love be all my paradise. 


. | | Nothing else can I require ; 
4 it Love fills up my whole desire : 
\ | All thy other gifts remove, 


aes —- Still thou giv’st me all in love. 
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Letter from Mobile. 


For the Gaide to Christian Perfection. 


LETTER FROM MOBILE. 


‘Dear Brorner Mernirr, is now past 10, P.M. Yet I 


cannot refrain from a duty that presses upon me, to inform you 
of our enlargement and progress in the work of holy living. 
I write not as having attained, nor of any that are permanent re- 


sidents as having been baptized with the Holy Ghost ; but of many 
that are traly alive to the ‘importance of this blessing, and | are in 


full search for that love that casteth out all fear. 


We have had the double advantage of the Guide to Christian | 


Perfection and a brother from Maine, who comes to us in the 


fulness of the faith ence delivered to the saints, whose burning 
life has told the story of his love. 


This hour (as often before) he was with us, in aclass of thirty, 


who have been gleaned mainly from the ranks of the aliens in a 


few weeks, His theme was a perfect and complete salvation ; a 


full deliverance from the power and guilt of sin, and a high, and. 


holy walk with God. ‘Truly we felt as the lonely disheartened 


travellers to Emmaus felt, as expressed after their eyes were open- 
ed. Luke xxiv. 31: “ Gur hearts burned within us,-whilst he 
talked with us by the way, and while he openes to us the Scrip- 


tures.” 

The depth and strength of our ardor to leave the first princi- 
ples of the doctrines of salvation, and to press on to perfection, is 
yet to be evinced. [ may say, we have made a good beginning, 
which consists mainly in the depth of: our convictions of duty 


to lay aside every weight, and a well srounded assurance of this 


blessing of perfect love, as an inestimable privilege. 


We all bowed down together, and prayed (perhaps) fe the 
_ last time, for our brother meets with us no more, departing in a day | 
or two for his family in the North. There we poured out our 
souls before a throne of grace for each other, binding ourselves to 
each in the Lord, to live for, and hasten to his clorious coming. 


QO, how good it is for brethren to dwell together, to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace. Can we but move for- 
ward whilst thus bound together in love? Though scattered — 
separated by time and space — still we are in an important sense 


one, and present with each other ; for indeed the faith of the gos-. 


pel is to us — (nay, more) _what actual light was to the followers 


_ of Jesus in the days of his flesh. 


‘Truly our faith annihilates all time and space — it creates, in 
some sense, from the past and the future, a presence —a now. 
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This is the shield, a panoply complete ; no researches of philoso- 
phy or refinements of literature, or plea for sin, shall ever be able 
to prevent or gainsay the realizations of that faith which is the 
evidence of things not seen. 
We know that the faith delivered to the saints, has been more 
strenuously and successfully contended for in the Northern States 
than-in any other portion of our beloved Zion. May not an ob- | 
‘scure individual call on the strong men and holy women every — 
where, to lift up holy hands to that propitious throne where grace 
and mercy is ever free for all who wait for his glorious appearing. 
We feel that nothing can be done effectually till anointed with 
an unction from on high. We find ourselves impotent as help- 
less infancy, timid and retiring from the open field of combat: = _y 
thus quietly suffering our fellow citizens to follow the tendencies " 
of a carnal nature into all the depths of a horrid forgetfulness of 
God. O my full heart! strangely moved to reflect upon the un- 
happy condition of my lost neighbors. Many times these deep 
impressions constrain me to weep, and cry, and tremble. Whois 
sufficient for these things? Shall we be remembered? Doubt- | 


less we shall. Mobile promises much: it is only necessary for 
us who have come into the fold of Jesus, to put on the whole 
armor of God, and the Dagons that have been set up must fal! 
before the brightness of his descending glory, 
Yours, very truly, / T. S. James. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


TO MEMBERS OF METHODIST CHURCHES WHO DO NOT 
PROFESS GOSPEL HOLINESS. 


Dear Breruren anv Sisters, — As it is the privilege of fele | 
low Christians “to stir up each other’s mind by way of remem- a 
brance,” and as [ trust you will not refuse to receive a “word of “ 
exhortation” from one of another branch of the Church of Christ, 

I venture to address you. Permit me to present before you a ey 
few thoughts that have occurred to my mind as reasons why you be 
should, without delay, embrace the truth —the whole truth you 
profess to believe. I shall not need to bring forward arguments 

to convince you that sanctification is required, or that it is your. 
privilege to comply with that requirement. If you are true Meth- 

odists, and agree fully. with the Discipline and standard writings 
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of your church, you already acknbwledge that it is the duty and 
privilege of Christians, in this life, to becane’ sanctified to God — 
so that every word, thought, motive and emotion, shall be in sub- 
jection to the will of Christ. If this is truth, it is important that 


the world should receive it. If it is for one individual or one 


church, it is for all. But before it is received by the mass of 
Christians generally, much prejudice will need ‘to be overcome, 
much light diffused; and since God, in the accomplishment of 


his designs, works by means, much. personal, persevering, well- 
directed effort will need to be used before we may expect Zion | 


to arise and shine, clothed with the beautiful garments of full sal- 
vation. 

Of whom does the great Head of the Church specially require 
such effort? ‘ Who shall go up” in this arduous work? Are 


the few scattered up and down among Methodist and other 


churches, who already profess to have experienced full salvation, 
alone responsible ? Does he not also look to those who theoret- 
ically believe in this doctrine, to receive it experimentally and 


practically? The immense jield of labor presented, and the 


amount of work to be done, should, therefore, stimulate all, who 
in any degree love the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 


to press onward in the night way, that they may be prepared to 
direct others. 


Another reason why, being Methodists , you are measiaie called | 
upon to be awake to this subject 1s, that 2 you be not stumbling- 


blocks in the way of others. When endeavoring to hold up the 
doctrine of. Christian perfection, we are frequently met by the 
objection, “The Methodists believe this doctrine, yet but few, 
comparatively, even among them, profess to have experienced the 
blessing. If it were really attainable, would so many who believe 


it to be $0, remain without the blessing indeed it is sur- 


prising. © lf, among us, we perceive a ‘hind yielding to this trath, 


and acknowledging it taught | in the Bible, we expect that individ- 


ual, as a matter of course, to begin immediately to seek it for 
himself.: So it is among those who have not been educated under 
the light of the Gospel ; their reception of the truth theoretically 
is but a prelude to its entrance into their hearts. Were they but 


acquainted with the state of things in this land, where the power 
of religion is so generally acknowledged and yet so generally dis- 


regarded, how strongly, and with how much reason, too, would 
they urge it as an argument that there is no reality in religion ! 


lam persuaded .you need but to give the subject even a slight 


consideration, before you will perceive the importance of being 
up and doing. sa 
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- Let it not be with you as it was with the Israelites. Through 
them, as a nation, were handed down those precepts and prom- : 
‘ ises, destined to be promulgated to the world at a later day. Yet 
it was true of many, that these very truths, through the hardness 
of their hearts, did not savingly benefit them, while the Gentiles, 
as soon as they were prepared to receive the word, gave heed to 
it, and rejoiced in the promises so clearly revealing the Messiah. 
So by you, asa denomination, this glorious Bible truth of entire 
consecration has been taught, while the church at large seems not 
to have been prepared to receive it. But the latter days are has- 
tening, in which, it is to be hoped, the doctrine of practical holi- 
ness will not be the creed of one church alone — unless, indeed, 
that church be the whole church militant. ee a 
-- And will you yourselves be backward in this cause? Your aid 
is needed. Yes, you are loudly called_upon to ‘come up to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty.” In addition to the direct 
influence you might exert for good, if it were well directed, and — 
do exert for evil, so long as you remain undecided, think of the | 
— awful responsibility your admission of the truth lays you under, —s_ 
while You receive it only in theory. Apply to yourselves the ar- 
suments you would use if endeavoring to persuade one to embrace 
religion, who already admitted its reality and importance ;. and. 
beware, I beseech you, lest the cutting reproof be finally applied 
to you, ‘“ Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not.” oe 
Besides, in every instance in which we neglect light received, Z 
the mind becomes darkened. It is said to be a truth in natural - 
philosophy, “light is light only »when in Is it not | 
equally true, that by suffering spiritual light to remain, unreflected, 
it becomes powerless ; conscience admonishes less powerfully ; 
our spiritual perception becomes blunted, and this blighting influ- 
ence extends over all our faculties, so that we are not prepared to 
perform other duties so faithfully as we otherwise should have 
been? And for all the evil arising from this failure, so far as it 
appears to you, are you not accountable? In view of this, let me 
_ say again, what an amount of responsibility rests upon you ! . 
Excuse me for the liberty I have taken, but be assured I am iif 
not alone in the anxiety —I feel that you should go forward in 


the great work. We do not doubt but that the work is the 
Lord’s, and he will carry it on. 


Though cisterns be broken, and creatures all fail, 
_The word He has spoken will surely prevail. 


But we naturally expect that, since the subject of Christian per- 
fection is so generally agitated, your denomination will all be 
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‘ ready to come up as a body and bear testimony to its truth, both 
~by precept and example. 

Brother, sister, dost thou not ardently desire to engage in this 
work? « Behold the fields white for the harvest,’ w hile « the 
laborers are few.” Behold the dear children of God, beginning 
to inquire on every side, “ Must [ be a servant to sin so tong as 
{ remain in the body ? y Wilt thou not be prepared to tell them - 
from experience, that “the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 

_ all sin?” “For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, 
then shall there enlargement arise from another quarter.” “ And | 
who knoweth whether thou hast not been” instructed in the truth = | 
“for such a time as this ?” Barr ‘IST. 
| 
| 


Charlestown, June, 1841. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
SACRED MEDITATIONS. 
~*~ Our conversation rs in Heaven.” 


The tongue is motionless, and the ears are closed to external 1 

objects, but the soul, in secrecy, is holding intercourse wiih the gee ! 

J Invisible One. It has a language weil read, well understood by t 

the eternal spirits. ft pays homage to Him alone. It bows 

fore Him at all times, in all places, with humble love, with ador- | 
ing gratitude and praise. ‘The early morning finds the aspira- 
tions of the soul all heavenward ; the busy hour of day has still 
its moments of communion often recurring, and the last whisper 
of the soul at evening, is breathed away into the ear, into the 
heart of Jehovah. Each changing scene presents new matter for, 

: intercourse with heaven. He, who numbereth the hairs of our — 
» _ head, graciously concerns himself in all our minute affairs, and 
iy with a consciousness of this, the heart holds up to his inspection 
the Small, no less than the great concerns of life. It asks leave 
of him, to do this, to do that ; ever saying, will this please my 
_ heavenly Father? Comes new a season of temptation, and the 
*. soul in heaviness, confesses and deplores its weaknesses, its fedr- 
a fulness, its dread of sin + but remembering the promise, ‘ He will 
- not suffer thee to be tempted above what - ye are able to bear, but 

> ~ will with every temptation make a way.of escape,” the soul ~ 
gains courage ; it looks up and claims the promise, and as surely 
as day follows night, follows the angel of the covenant to take the 
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certainly sounds very like Antinomianism. 
That our readers may the better understand Mr. Wesley, we will give the 
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place of the tempter. It is the precious word which lays the 
foundation of our intercourse with heaven. Here our God speaks 
to us, and speaks not in vain. We read, and we believe, and 
receive the fulfilment of the Promises, and praises and thanksgiv- 
ings are thus ever burning on the altar of our hearts. ‘Thus is 
our conversation in heaven. Blessed intercourse, which can be 
always going on; which no one sees, which no one knows, but 
the Father of our spirits. O it is sweet to breathe the breath of 
prayer into the ear of our Jehovah; into His ear, who keepeth 


DR. POND ON CHRISTIAN PERFECTION — AGAIN. 


With the writings of Mr. Wesley before the public, and interspersed as 


they are with remarks on Antinomianism and warnings against it, we were 
unprepared for the following insinuation, in a note appended to Dr. Pond’s 
Serrffon. | 


“No man,” says Mr. Wesley, “is able to perform the service which the 


Adamic law requires. And.as no man is obliged to perform it, God does 


not require it of any man. For Christ is the erd of the Adamic, as well 
as of the Mosaic law. By his death he put an end to both. He has abol- 
ished: both the one and the other, with regard to man ; and the obligation to 
observe either the one or the other is vanished away. » Nor is any man living 
bound to observe the Adamic more than the Mosaic law. Jn the room of 
this Christ has established another, namely, the law of faith. Not every one that 


doeth, but every one that believeth, now receiveth righteousness.”—Christian 


Perfection. Whatever Mr. Wesley may have intended by this language, it 


above in connection with his accompanying remarks : 


“QUEST. 1. How is ‘ Christ the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth Rom. x. 4. | | 


“ Ans. In order to understand this, you must understand what law is here’ 
spoken df; and this, I apprehend, is, 1. The Mosaic law, the whole Mosaic 
dispensationywhich St. Paul continually speaks of as one, though containing 
_ three parts, the political, moral and ceremonial. 2. The Adamic law, that 

given to Adam in innocence, properly called ‘the law of works.” This is in 
substance the same with the angelic law, being common to angels and men. 


Mt required that man should use, to the glory of God, all the powers with 
which he was created. Now, he was created free from any defect, either in 
his understanding or his affections.” His body was then no clog to the mind; 
it did not hinder his apprehending all things clearly, judging truly concerning 
them, and reasoning justly, if he reasoned at all. 1 say, if he reasoned; for 


pony be did not, . Perhaps he had’ no need of reasoning, till his corrup- 


: y pressed down the mind, and impaired its native faculties. Perhapi 
i light the mind saw every truth that offered as directly as the eye now ns 
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Dr. Pond on Christian Perfection. 


_* Consequently this law, proportioned to his original powers, required that 
he should always think, always speak, and always act precisely right, in 
every point whatever. He was well able so to do; and God could not but 
require the service he was able to pay. ~~ 


“But Adam fell; and his incorruptible body became corruptible; and 


ever since it iga clog to the soul, and hinders its operations. Hence, at 


present, no child of man can, at all times, apprehend clearly, or judge truly. 


And where either the judgment or apprehension is wrong, it is impossible to 
reason justly. ‘Therefore it is as natural fora man to mistake as to breathe ; 


and he can no more live without the one than without the other; conse-— 


quently no man is able to perform the service which the Adamic law 


“And no man is obliged to perform it; God does not require it of any 


man: for Christ is the end of the Adamic, as well as the Mosaic law. By 
his death he hath put an end to both; he hath. abolished both the one and 


the other, with regard to man; and the obligation to observe either the one 


or the other, is vanished eway. Nor is any man living bound to observe the 


Adamic and Mosaic law. (I mean it is not the condition either of present or 


future salvation.) 


“Tn the room of this, Christ hath established another, namely, the law of 
faith. Not every one that doeth, but every one that believeth, now receiveth 


righteousness, in the full sense of the word ; that is, he is justified, sanctified, 
and glorified.” : 


We believe the whole passage will enlighten the reader on the sentence 
quoted by the doctor. And it may also show him that our opponents are 


driven to extremities for means of reproaching the advocates of: the doctrine 


ef entire holiness. The reader will observe that Dr. Pond expunged Mr. 
Wesley’s explanatory phrase, “ I mean it 1s not the conDITION either of present 
or future salvation.” We leave the reader to judge whether the omission was 
to make Mr. Wesley’s sentiments “ sound very like Antinomianism.” | 
But if all I have quoted did not satisfy Dr. Pond, he had still more in that 
same little book. Hear Mr. Wesley again in his Plain Account. | 


“Beware of Antinomianism; ‘making void the law, or any part of it, 


‘through faith” Enthusiasm naturally leads to this; indeed, they can scarce 
be separated. This may steal upon you in a thousand forms, so that you 


cannot be too watchful against it. Take heed of every thing, whether in— 


principle or practice, which has any tendency thereto. Even that great 
truth, that ‘ Christ is the end of the law, may betray us into it, if we do not 


consider that he has adopted every point of the moral law, and grafted it into 
the law of love. Beware of thinking, ‘ Because I am filled with love, I seed 


not have so much holiness. Because I pray always, therefore I need no set 
time for private prayer. Because I watch always, therefore I need no partic- 


ular self-examination.” Let us ‘magnify the law, the.whole written word, | 


‘and make it honorable.’ Let this be our voice: ‘I prize thy commandments 
above gold or precious stones. O what love have I unto thy law! all the day 
long is my study in it” Beware of Antinomian books, particularly the works 
of Dr. Crisp and Mr. Saltmarsh. They contain many excellent things; and 
this makes them the more dangerous. O be warned in time! Do not play 
with fire. Do not put your hand on the hole of a cockatrice’ den. I entreat 
you, beware of bigotry. Let not your love or beneficence be confined to 

ethodists, so called, only ; much less to that very small part of them who 
seem to be renewed in love ; or to those who believe your, and their report. 
O naake not.this your Shibboleth! i 


* 
‘ 
¥ 

* 

~ 

| 
i 

wt 

» 
at 
| 
4 
> 

oe 

| 
¥i 

¥ 

4 . 

chat 
te 
| 


Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Does this sound like Antinomianism ? Will those acquainted with the 
writings of Mr. Wesley believe he taught that doctrine, or any thing like it? 
Are any of our doctors of divinity or professors of theology ignorant of 
the facts, that he was utterly opposed to it, that he wrote against it, and that 
his intimate’and powerful coadjutor, Mr. Fletcher, published more than 500 
octavo pages of checks upon it? But we will close our vindication, of Mr, 
Wesley on this subject, by a quotation from one of his sermons on the Moral 
Law. | | 

-“T cannot spare the law one moment, no more than I can spare Christ: 
seeing | now want it as much to keep me to. Christ, as [ ever wanted it to 
bring me to him. Otherwise, this ‘evil heart of unbelief? would unimedi- 
ately ‘depart from the living God’ Indeed each is continually sending me 
to the other, —the law to Christ, and Christ to the law. On tne one hand, 
the height and depth of the law constrain me to fly to the love of God ia 
Christ; on the other, the love of God in Christ endears the law to me ‘above 
gold or precious stones;’ seeing I know every part of it Is a gracious prom- 
ise, Which my Lord will fulfil in its season. | 

“Who art thou, then, O man, that ‘judgest the law and speakest evil of 
the law?’ That rankest it with sin, Satan, and death, and sendest them all to 
hell together? ‘The apostle James esteemed judging or ‘ speaking evil of the 
law,’ so enormous a piece of wickedness, that hé knew not how to aggravate 
the guilt of judging our brethren more, than by showing it included this, 
“So new, says he, ‘thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge!’ A judge of 
that which God hath ordained to judge thee! So thou hast set up thyself in 
the judgment seat of Christ, and cast down the rule whereby he will judge 
the world! O take knowledge what advantage Satan hath gained over 
thee ; aiid, for the time to come, never think or speak lightly of, much less 
dress up as a scarecrow, this blessed instrument of the grace of God. Yea, 


it leads. Let it be thy glory and joy, next to the cross of Christ. Declare its 
praise, and make it honorable before all men. — | : 

“ And it thou art thoroughly convinced that it is the offspring of God, that. 
it is the* copy of all his inimitable perfections, and that it is ‘holy, and just, 
<< and good,’ but especially to them that believe; then, insterd of casting it 

away xs a polluted thing, see that thou cleave to it more and more. Never 
let the law of mercy and truth, of love to Ged and man, of lowliness, meek- 
ness, and purity, forsake thee. ‘Bind it about thy neck; write it on’ the 


- 
. 


hold it fast; let it not go. Let this continually lead thee to the atoning 
blood, continually confirm thy hope, till all the ‘ righteousness of the law is- 
fulfilled in thee, and thou art ‘ filled with all the fulness of God, ” 


~ 


wor 


We shail send many copies of this No. of the Guide to friends in different 
places, hoping they will be interested in the work, and send us some sub- 


love and value it for the sake of him from whom it came, end of him to whem | 


table of thy heart” Keep close to the law, if thou wilt keep close to Christ; — 
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24 — Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Does this sound like Antinomianism? Will those acquainted with the 
writings of Mr. Wesley believe he taught that doctrine, or any thing like it? 
Are any of our doctors of divinity or professors of theology ignorant of 
the facts, that he was utterly opposed to it, that he wrote against it, and that 
his intimate’and powerful coadjutor, Mr. Fletcher, published more than 500 


octavo pages of checks upon it? But we will close our vindication of Mr. 


Wesley on this subject, by a quotation | from one of his sermons on the Moral 
Law. | 
“I cannot spare the law one moment, no more than I can spare Christ: 


seeing | now want it as much to keep me to Christ, as | ever wanted it to 
bring ime to him. Otherwise, this ‘evil heart of unbelief? would mnmedi- 


| ately ‘depart from the living God? Indeed each is continually sending me 


to the other, — the law to Christ, ‘and Christ to. the law. On the one hand, 
the height and depth of the law constrain me to fly to the love of God ina 
Christ; on the other, the love of God in Christ endears the law to me ‘above 
gold or precious stones ; ;’ seeing I know every part of it is a gracious prom- 
ise, Which my Lord will fulfil in its season. 

“Who art thou, then, O man, that ‘judgest the. law and speakest evil of 
the law? ‘That rankest it with sin, Satan, and death, and sendest them all to 
hell together? ‘The apostle James esteemed judging or ‘speaking evil of the 
law,’ so enormous a piece of wickedness, that he knew not how to aggravate 
the ‘euilt of judging our brethren more, than by showing it included this. 
‘So now, says he, ‘thou art not a doer of the law, buta judge! 1? A judge of 


that which God hath ordained to judge thee! So thou hast set up thyseli in 


the judgment seat of Christ, and cast down the rule whereby he will judge 


the world! O take- -knowledge What advantage Satan hath gained. over 


thee ; aiid, for the time to come, never think or speak lightly of, much less 
dress up as a scarecrow, this blessed instrument of the grace: of God. Yea, 
love and value it for the sake of him from whom it came, and of him to whom 


—itleads. Let it be thy glory and joy, next to the cross of Chi ist. Declare its 
- praise, and make it honorable betore all men. 


“ And if thou art thor oughly convineed that it is the offspring of God, that 
it is the copy of ali his inimitable perfections, and that it is ‘ hioly, | and just, 


and good,’ but especially to them that believe ; then, instead of casting it 


away xs a polluted thing, see that thou cleave to it more and more. Never 


let the law of mercy and truth, of love to God and man, of lowliness, meek- 


ness, and purity, forsake thee. ‘Bind it about thy neck; write it on the 
table of thy heart” Keep close to the law, if thou wilt keep close to Christ ; 


hold it fast; let it not go. Let this continually lead thee to the atoning 


blood, continually confirm thy hope, till all the ‘righteousness of the law is: 
fulfilled i in thee,’ and thou art ‘filled with all the fulness ss of God. i 


‘ 


We shal] send many copies of this No. of the Guide to friends i in different 
places, hoping they will be interested in the work, and send us some /sub- 


-seribers. See Terms, 
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